Can central neuropeptides be implicated in carotid sinus reflex hypersensitivity?
Carotid sinus reflex hypersensitivity involves profound and intermittent changes in heart rate and blood pressure associated with symptoms of dizziness and syncope. This involves a reflex arc in which the main defect is believed to lie within the central nervous system. The discovery of classical and peptidergic neurotransmitters within the same neurone, and the presence of these peptides within the central nervous system raises the possibility that carotid sinus reflex hypersensitivity may be related to an abnormality of peptide distribution or function.